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Client’s Research Objectives 
 
“There are a couple of exercises I could use your help with: 
 
- confirming link to Deacon John Dunham in Plymouth  
- see if you can figure out where Thomas Hamilton of Digby, Novia Scotia came from 
- seeing if there is any link to Alexander Hamilton - both branches came from the same area of 

Scotland so suspect there is a link somewhere 
- James Carter arrived in Blue Hill, ME in 1770 or 1771 - would love to confirm his original 

land grant in Blue Hill Neck, me - I have not been able to find it” 
 
Project Background  
 
I have a pretty built out ancestry tree. I also have it at www.hamdun.org/tree  but don’t focus 
there yet. I’ve done more work since then on ancestry so would want to refresh the tree on the 
site. Let me know if you have a preference in terms of how you access a tree. 
 

Restrictions or Limitations 

Loss of a New England town’s vital records and land grant papers occurred regularly through 
the decades, catastrophically destroyed by war, wildfire, flooding or carelessness; these 
challenges make our task a little more difficult and time consuming.  Some towns tried to 
recreate these family groups by deposition, while many records never made it any further than 
the family bible.  As with any genealogical research, it is not possible to guarantee results.  The 
process is evidence driven; proof reveals itself in town and state vital records, census histories, 
court records, probate files, deeds and other scholarly works.  
 
Client has authorized a $1000.00 limit at this time. 

 

Client:      Daniel O’Keefe 
Address:      21 Brody Ave 
City:            New Canaan State:   CT Zip:  06840 
phone:    .917-733-1669 Email:   Daniel O'Keefe <dok@apax.com> 

other:  . Webpage:  

 

http://www.hamdun.org/tree
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Report of Findings 

 
Goal 1   

Exhibit Group 1 
 
“Confirming [the] link to Deacon John Dunham in Plymouth” 
 
This goal has the lowest priority at this time, predicated by positive results with the 
Hamilton group of Chatham, Mass. and Barrington, Nova Scotia. 

Goal 2 
Exhibit Group 2 
 
“See if you can figure out where Thomas Hamilton of Digby, Novia Scotia came 
from…”  

Thomas Hamilton emigrated to Barrington on the southwestern tip of Nova Scotia in 
1761-2 with other first settlers from Chatham and Harwich on Cape Cod, 
Massachusetts.  

 
“First known as Bacareau, a thriving Acadian settlement, it was completely 
destroyed by the British during the Expulsion. About 1761, the village was rebuilt 
by the immigrating fishermen who named it after Viscount Barrington, Britain's 
war secretary.  Trade and close ties with New England meant this potential ‘rebels' 
nest’ was closely watched by the navy during the American Revolution. Fishing was 
the primary industry, and after 1800, ships were built for the lumber and fish trade 
to the West Indies. 1 
 

Many of the mass-produced, freely shared member trees at Ancestry.com, 
FamilySearch, Wiki-Tree and so on, have incorrectly adopted W.R. Cutter’s suggested 
genealogical biography in Volume 4 of his Massachusetts Families 2 as sufficient for 

 ~ -  

1 https://thecanadianencyclopedia.ca/en/article/barrington 

2 Cutter, William Richard, A.M., William Frederic Adams.  Genealogical and Personal Memoirs 
Relating to the Families of the State of Massachusetts, Vol 4. Lewis Historical Publishing Company, 
1910. P 2737  Exhibit 2.1 

 

https://thecanadianencyclopedia.ca/en/article/barrington
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their own purposes, but for this project, thoroughly evaluating the evidence from 
additional sources reveals much more.  Beginning with the information laid out by 
Cutter (Exhibit 2.1) a loose hierarchy was established.  A major problem is encountered 
almost immediately. 
 

“Cape Cod families are difficult to trace because only the probate records survived 
the burning of the Barnstable County Courthouse in 1827, and similar disasters 
have taken their toll on the Cape's town records. Many of Chatham's records, for 
instance, were lost in a fire, and Yarmouth's records of the Revolutionary War 
period have been missing for years. Even so, many important Cape Cod town records 
still exist; the problem is that so few of them are in print. So it was fortuitous when 
Col. Leonard Smith stumbled upon a series of pamphlets published at Yarmouthport 
by Charles W. Swift in the early part of this century under the name Cape Cod 
Library of History and Genealogy. Although contributors to the Cape Cod Library 
included such celebrated genealogists as Josiah Paine (author of History of Harwich), 
William C. Smith (known for his History of Chatham), and Amos Otis 
(Genealogical Notes of Barnstable Families), the series never reached a large 
audience, and is today virtually inaccessible. No library in the country holds the 
complete collection of 108 pamphlets. With great diligence, Col. Smith put together a 
complete collection for himself, arranged the pamphlets in the order in which they 
were published, and then, to make the material usable, compiled an index of names.--
From publisher description.”3 

 
One of a few comprehensive historical collections recounting the move from the Cape to 
Nova Scotia is a series of articles written in the 1920 and 30’s for the Yarmouth Herald 
that followed up on New England Planters and Loyalist who had settled in Nova Scotia 
beginning in 1759.  This treasure trove of information recounted details of at least 650 
families; about 48,165 names and includes this client’s genealogy4 (Exhibit 2.2, 2.3)  

 ~ -  

3 Smith, Leonard, H., Jr. Cape Cod Library of Local History and Genealogy 1992. A 2004 
Facsimile Edition of 108 Pamphlets Published in the Early 20th Century. Two Volumes. 
(https://genealogical.com/store/cape-cod-library-of-local-history-and-genealogy-3/). 
(Note that this genealogist has ordered a copy with expected delivery by Feb. 2020.) 

 
4 New Englanders in Nova Scotia, Manuscript. R. Stanton Avery Special Collections, 

New England Historic Genealogical Society, Boston, MA. (Online 
database. AmericanAncestors.org. New England Historic Genealogical Society, 2010.) 
 ( https://www.americanancestors.org/DB398/i/0/123/0 ) accessed: 3 Jan 2020. Note: 
A complete set of images of pages 117,118, 123 of this newspaper recounting the 
Thomas Hamilton genealogy is provided in the client’s shared Dropbox folder. This 
evidence has also been included in this genealogist’s “O’Keefe” Tree at Ancestry.com)  

https://genealogical.com/store/cape-cod-library-of-local-history-and-genealogy-3/
https://www.americanancestors.org/DB398/i/0/123/0
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“In the fall of 1758, the Governor of Nova Scotia, Charles Lawrence, published a 
proclamation in the Boston Gazette welcoming proposals for the settlement of the 
now vacant lands. Just a few months later, in January of 1759, Lawrence 
published another proclamation, detailing the terms of settlement. Essentially, 
each settler would receive 100 acres of woodland and an additional 50 acres per 
member of the household. No person’s grant could exceed more than 1,000 acres. 
In return, after ten years, settlers had to pay one shilling sterling per 50 acres per 
year.” 5 (Exhibit 2.4) 

 
Thomas and son Archibald’s father/grandfather, Sgt. Daniel Hamilton, was first 
exposed to the Nova Scotia wilds during the battle of Port Royal in 1690 6.  Inspired by 
the opportunity of new land, wealth and estates of their own, some of the Hamilton’s 
relocated to Digby probably well before the 1759 Charles Lawrence Proclamation.  We 
learn the following from Isaiah W. Wilsons Geography and History of the County of Digby 
Nova Scotia 7 

 
 

 

 

 
5 Sheilagh Doerfler,  New England Planters : The Charles Lawrence 1759 Proclamation   

(https://vitabrevis.americanancestors.org/2015/11/new-england-planters/) 
 
6 New Englanders in Nova Scotia (NEHGS Stanton Coll.) p 117. 

7 Wilson, Isaiah W. A Geography and History of the County of Digby, Nova Scotia.  
(Holloway Bros.: Halifax Nova Scotia, 1900) p 38. 

https://vitabrevis.americanancestors.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/11/Charles-Lawrence-proclamation_2.jpg 

https://vitabrevis.americanancestors.org/2015/11/new-england-planters/
https://vitabrevis.americanancestors.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/11/Charles-Lawrence-proclamation_2.jpg
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Exhibits 2.5 through 2.8 illustrate the Hamilton’s Mayflower line through Rebecca 
Mayo 1697-1772, wife of Thomas Hamilton 1695-1772. Exhibit 2.9 shows the initial 
land grants in Nova Scotia, more information is included in Nova Scotia Immigrant 
vol 1 &2 by Leonard and Norma Smith, not yet included here. Exhibit 2.10 show the 
line from John Hamilton and Eunice Gilley to Mayflower passenger Stephen 
Hopkins 
 

 

 

 
 
Goal 3 

Exhibit Group 3 
 
 “See if there is any link to Alexander Hamilton - both branches came from the same 
area of Scotland so suspect there is a link somewhere”  

 

“[Alexander] Hamilton was born on the island of Nevis in the British West 
Indies, on January 11, 1755 or 1757 (the exact date is unknown). Hamilton's 
parents were Rachel Fawcett Lavien, who was of British and French Huguenot 
descent, and James Hamilton, a Scottish trader.  
 
At the time of Hamilton's birth, Rachel was married to John Lavien, a much older 
merchant whom she had been pressured to wed by her parents when she was a 
teenager. They had a son, Peter together.  
 
Lavien was abusive to Rachel and had spent nearly all the money she had inherited 
when her father died in 1745. During their tumultuous relationship, by Danish law, 
he even had her imprisoned for several months for adultery. When she was released, 
instead of returning to her husband and son, the independent-minded Rachel fled the 
troubled marriage and moved to St. Kitts. It was there she met and moved in with 
James Hamilton, with whom she had another son, James (Alexander's older 
brother), who was born in 1753.  
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After moving back to St. Croix, James Sr. abandoned the family when Hamilton was 
a boy, leaving Rachel and her sons impoverished. John Adams would one day come 
to characterize Hamilton's rise from humble beginnings by describing the young 
Hamilton as "the bastard brat of a Scottish peddler." 
 
Determined to improve his lot in life, Hamilton took his first job at the tender age of 
11, not long after his father left. But the family was soon dealt another sad blow. 
After working tirelessly to make ends meet, his mother became ill and died in 1768 at 
the age of 38.  8 ” Unfortunately, Hamilton's life came to a tragic and early end at 
the age of 49 on 12 July 1804. The day before, in a duel at dawn just across the 
Hudson River from Manhattan, Alexander Hamilton was mortally wounded from a 
shot by then Vice President Aaron Burr. 

 
Alexander was the son of James A. Hamilton and Rachael Fawcett, and grandson of 
Alexander Hamilton and Elizabeth Pollock. James A. was born at Stevenson Parish, 
Ayrshire, Scotland and died in the West Indies.  

Research for a common Scottish, Irish or Scots-Irish (Ulster) heir between Alexander 
Hamilton, 1st US Secretary of the Treasury, and the client’s ancestor Thomas Hamilton 

of Rhode Island and Massachusetts has not been completed yet as this step of the 
project is foundational research only and incomplete due to time contract time 
restrictions.   
 
 

Goal 4 
Exhibit Group 4 
 
James Carter arrived in Blue Hill, ME in 1770 or 1771 - would love to confirm his 
original land grant in Blue Hill Neck, me - I have not been able to find it”  
 

This step of the project is foundational research only and incomplete due to time 
contract time restrictions. More information is available concerning these land 
grants, I recommend and additional block of research time to complete this goal. 
 

 ~ -  

8 Biography.com Editors. Alexander Hamilton Biography (The Biography.com website: A&E 
Television Networks, https://www.biography.com/political-figure/alexander-hamilton, 
September 15, 2014) accessed : 20 Dec. 2019. 

 

http://www.biography.com/people/john-adams-37967
https://www.biography.com/political-figure/alexander-hamilton
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Ann Clough’s book Head of the Bay: Sketches and Pictures of Blue Hill, Maine 1762-1952 9 
states that James Carter, with others, came to Blue Hill “up to the beginning of the nineteenth 
century” or before 1800; with the earliest settlers arriving about 1762 being listed pages 6-8.  
 
Referring to the death of Ebenezer Hinkley on Long Island in 1776 and inquest that followed, 
“settlement on the south side of [Long Island] was made about twenty years later when David 
and James Carter, Jr., built homes near the Sand Spit, directly opposite South Blue Hill.  Here 

James raised a family of thirteen children, and David, seven children.  R. G. F. Candage 10 

writes that they “raised their own corn and grain, cattle, sheep and swine for the use of their 
families, spun, wove and knit their clothing from wool of their sheep, and lived within their 
own resources.” Still later, David Carter’s son, John Pearce [Carter] (born 1799), cleared farm 
land, built a house and barns, and raised a family of seven children in the same area.  
 
It is from the Historical Sketches of Bluehill Maine that we learn the Blue Hill Bay Date of 
Proprietors’ Settlement for three Carter men; Thomas 1776, Henry 1783, and James 178111. 
(Exhibit 4.1) 
  

 ~ -  

9 Clough, Annie L. Head of the Bay: Sketches and Pictures of Blue Hill, Maine 1762-1952. (The 
Shoreacre Press, printed at Elm Tree Press, Incorporated : Woodstock, Vermont; 1953) p 18. 
Note: A .pdf e-copy of the entire book is included with the delivery of this report. 

 
10 Dodge, R.G.W. with Rufus George Frederick Candage, Editor.  Families of Early Settlers in 

Blue Hill, Maine.  The Bangor Historical Magazine, A Monthly. Vol V [5] Bangor, ME. April, May 
1890; Nos. 10, 11.  Porter, Joseph W., Editor and Publisher. (The Bangor Historical Magazine 
Volume V [5] July 1889 [through] June 1890. Benjamin A. Burr Printer, Bangor, 1889-1890) Pp 
181-217. 

 
11  
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Exhibit Group 1 

 

 

 

Exhibit Group 2 
 
Exhibit 2.1 
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Exhibit 2.2   
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Exhibit 2.3 top  p 117  
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Exhibit 2.3  bottom  p 117  
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Exhibit 2.4   

Note that a copy of this document is available in the project shared Drop Box folder and 
can be view in greater detail. 
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Exhibit 2.5   
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Exhibit 2.6   
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Exhibit 2.7   
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Exhibit 2.8 
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Exhibit 2.9 
Search > Wills, Probates, Land, Tax & CriminalT.L. – Town Lot 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/48452/ 

 

Annapolis County 

 

 

 
Sydney County 

 

 

https://search.ancestry.com/search/default.aspx
https://search.ancestry.com/search/rectype/default.aspx?rt=36
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/48452/
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Exhibit Group 3 – …a link to Alexander Hamilton 
 

 

 

 
Exhibit Group 4 –  …locate Carter original land grant 
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Hancock County was set off from Lincoln 
County in 1789.  
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Exhibit 4.1 
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